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Background Information for JLSJ Fashion Show 2008, In Vogue  
 
 
Objectives for interview:   
Inform the community on the Junior League and our impact in San Jose 
Promote the Fashion Show & ticket sales 
Promote interest in the League & potential membership 
 
 
Discussion Points  
 
JLSJ Background 
¥ The League is comprised of over 700 highly educated and professional women who 

annually contribute well over 25,000 hours of volunteer service time. Members are 
accomplished coalition-builders, adept at identifying community needs and 
developing effective programs to serve those needs.  

¥ In its 40 year history, the Junior League of San Jose has played an integral part in 
the development, improvement and support of Santa Clara County.  The League has 
given over $4 million dollars back into the community through collaborations with 
many local non-profit agencies. 

¥ JLSJ has formed high-impact partnerships with organizations such as the Georgia 
Travis Center, Big Brothers Big Sisters, the Vanished Children’s Alliance, Court 
Designated Child Advocates, the Children’s Shelter, United Way and the Volunteer 
Exchange.  

¥ JLSJ is part of the Association of Junior Leagues International, an organization 
that provides continuity, guidance and leadership development to 293 
Junior Leagues with 170,000 members across the globe.  Noted members include 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Katharine Hepburn, and Sandra Day O'Connor. 

 
 
Mission Statement 
¥ We are an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing 

the potential of women, and to improving the community through the effective action 
and leadership of trained volunteers. Our purpose is exclusively educational and 
charitable. 
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Projects / Focus Areas 
¥ Members identify community needs and develop effective programs for financial 

and/or volunteer support in response. 
¥ We develop community projects in collaboration with local non-profit agencies after 

careful consideration and research of an unmet community need that falls within our 
Community Program – helping young children enter elementary school ready to 
learn and thrive.  Current projects include: 

 
Children’s Discovery Museum: The Wonder Cabinet  
¥ The Wonder Cabinet is the Children’s Discovery Museum’s early childhood 

center dedicated to children ages birth through 4.  
¥ Junior League volunteers facilitate and conduct activities in the Wonder Cabinet 

area helping children to learn through play. 
¥ Junior League volunteers have also been working on bringing the wonders of the 

Wonder Cabinet out into the community. To this end, a traveling Wonder Quilt 
and other activities have been developed and this year marks the first year in 
which Wonder Cabinet activities are reaching out into the community at local 
festivals and FIRST 5 Santa Clara County Family Resource Centers. 

 
Bring Me a Book Foundation 
¥ The Bring Me a Book Foundation was founded to serve children who do not have 

access to quality books and who are not read aloud to on a regular basis. 
¥ Junior League of San Jose volunteers conduct the “First Teachers Training” at 

pre-schools and day care centers throughout Santa Clara County to engage and 
educate parents and teachers on the importance of reading aloud and read-aloud 
strategies.  

¥ BMAB reaches low-income children and families brining reading resources to 
preschools, child care centers, ESL classrooms, community center housing, 
health clinics, recovery centers, homeless shelters, and businesses. 

 
Kids in the Kitchen 
¥ Junior Leagues from across four countries implemented an international initiative, 

Kids in the Kitchen, designed to help communities address the urgent issues 
surrounding childhood obesity and poor nutrition. 

¥ The Junior League of San Jose holds several Kids in the Kitchen activities 
throughout the year at local events such as Pumpkins in the Park and the 
Diabetes EXPO. 

¥ With more than 200 Leagues participating in the program, it has reached over 80 
million people delivering important messages about helping children who face the 
issues of childhood obesity. 

 
Women’s Leadership Training 

¥ JLSJ offers its members a choice of over 250 committee assignments and more 
than 75 leadership positions, including 17 annual Board of Director positions 
annually. 
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 ¥ JLSJ trains its female members with essential community leadership skills such 
as meeting facilitation, community-needs assessment, grant writing, fundraising, 
event planning, board governance, public speaking and volunteer management.  

¥ Leaguers use these valuable skills in their paid and volunteer positions on 
nonprofit boards and staffs, schools, churches, synagogues, local governments, 
corporations and small businesses.  

¥ Many of Silicon Valley’s top female leaders, including California State Senator 
Elaine Alquist, are JLSJ members who have made significant impact throughout 
San Jose.   

o Eileen Goodwin developed community consensus to build Highway 85 
and widen Highways 101 and 237 during her reign as Executive Director 
of the Santa Clara County Traffic Authority.  

o Gay Crawford helped found Hospice of the Valley and the state’s Cancer 
Registry.  

o Susan Hammer became Mayor of San Jose.  
o Mari Ellen Reynolds is the Chief of Staff for Community Foundation Silicon 

Valley and President of the Association of Fundraising Professionals.  
 
 
Fundraising - General Information 
¥ The proceeds from our Fashion Show are invested in building better communities 

through our trained volunteers, projects and grants.  During its 40-year history, JLSJ 
has given over $4 million to our community.   

¥ JLSJ hosts two major fundraisers, a Fashion Show and Rummage Sale, alternating 
annually.  

¥ JLSJ is introducing a new fundraiser in the fall – the Silicon Valley Trivia Challenge 
to be held at the Tech Museum on November 8th. 

 
Specifics on ÒIn VogueÓ 
¥ Since its introduction in 1982, the Junior League of San Jose’s Fashion Show has 

raised more than $2 million. 
 
¥ Details: 

 
Friday, February 29, 2008 
Luncheon and Fashion Show, 11:00 a.m. 
Gala Dinner and Fashion Show, 5:30 p.m. 
 
The Fairmont Hotel, Imperial Ballroom in downtown San Jose 
 
Ticket Prices:: 
Friday Lunch:         $85.00 
Friday Gala Dinner $165.00 
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 Featured designers and retailers: Azadeh, Eli Thomas, Cache, Atelier Aveda, 
Macy’s Valley Fair, MaxMara, Anne Fontaine, Cole Hahn, Brooks Brothers and 
Tiffany & Co. 
 
Attendees at this year's fashion show will have a chance to win exciting prizes 
through five different showcase drawings, two live auctions, and a silent auction.  
Prizes include:  

¥ Weekend Explorer trip 
¥ Sports Center package 
¥ Green Goddess package 
¥ In the Wine Country extravaganza 
¥ Get Connected technology package 
¥ Other prizes include an Apple iPhone and Nintendo Wii 
¥ One lucky person will win a one-of-a kind Tahitian Pearl Necklace donated by 

Vardy’s Jewlers, valued at $10,000.   
 

How Fundraising Impacts Community 
¥ In the past 40 years JLSJ has raised and given back over $4 million into our 

community  
¥ Outside of our formal projects JLSJ also makes grants available to the community:  

the Community Response Fund and Co-Sponsorship/Collaboration Fund support 
agencies doing work in areas of the JLSJ Community Program, while the Together 
Reaching Out Fund, provides continued financial support to non-profit organizations 
which were founded in whole or part by JLSJ.  

¥ JLSJ offers a variety of important services, from advocacy to grants to volunteer 
recognition 

 
 
 
For more information on the Junior League of San Jose, Fashion Show tickets or 
sponsorship opportunities and benefits, please visit the JLSJ website at www.jlsj.org or 
call 408-264-3402. 
 


